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In two words, | would call it sensory assault — the best kind.

On December 1 if this year, on recommendation by a friend, |
walked into Cincinnati’'s US Bank arena to see the Trans-
Siberian Orchestra. Now, | had never seen TSO before — |
really had no idea what all the fuss was about. A double-
performance-per-day Christmas tour all around the U.S.? |

guess the past several years | spent out of country paved
way for my lack of understanding as to why everyone from

The Spectacle!
Credits:

retired Vietnam veterans to grunged-out rockers were flocking
http://heavenmusic.wikia.com/wiki/Trans to fill the cheap seats at US Bank Arena on the bright and
Siberian_Orchestra brisk perfect first day of December in Cincinnati.

Rating for Trans-Siberian

Orchestra Concert: Aside from the absurdly diverse throng of attendees, my first
clue as to what was about to happen was the stage setup.
Sufficient to say, the rigging sitting in US Bank Arena was of
such a chaotic magnitude it just about would’ve put a U2
world tour set to shame. You get the picture.
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= """Modern Music""" .
The lights went down, the sound went up, and the show was

on as suddenly as the flash of lasers that accompanied the
roar of guitar. The sound was simple and overwhelming all at
once. As Angus Clark’s guitar (and 80’s-rocker hairdo) flew
into motion, | could feel the collective pulse of the audience
ramping to keep up. This, | quickly realized, was not going to
be just another rock show; this was something else.
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Christmas music — done rock opera style. It was such a
strange juxtaposition at first to me that | found myself almost
laughing out of a surprised exuberance. But then | sat with
jaw dropped as Al Pitrelli, the musical director and, for all
intensive purposes, front man of the Orchestra, strutted to
center stage towards the end of the first batch of Christmas-
esque tunes to let loose an ethereal, anthemic guitar solo,
made up of fused familiar Christmas hymns like "O Come All
Ye Faithful" and "O Holy Night." This is what TSO is famous
for, and it's not hard to understand why.

It was pure reverie. Al's flying fingers and perfectly spruced
up arrangement were great, but the thing that most rattled my
nerved was the pitch perfect tone of the guitar. Wailing
without screeching. Piercing just to the point of being too
much without stepping over the line of what the eardrums
were made for. Rapturous. If nothing else, this was musical
magic. With the last note ringing out, Al kissed a peace sign
to the sky above, and | believed.

It's hard to put TSO into a story or an article. They are one of
the few musical ensembles (again, too grand to simply be
called a “band”) that | believe truly defy definition — a fact on
which TSO seems to thrive. The concert in Cincinnati was
part Broadway musical, part symphony, part Alice Cooper
show (incidentally, a band for whom Al Pitrelli used to play).

As far as personnel, TSO is almost comically entertaining in
their theatrics. It's a bizarre but clever ensemble: hard rock
guitarists, classical musicians on the strings, concert pianists
on the keys, and a leading violinist who fiddles on a 7-string
electric violin. Eclectic to say the least. But again, as with
everything else they touch, Al Pitrelli and the gang pull it off,
with talent, pomp, and musical explosion.

Of the ensemble on stage, there were really three who made
me laugh, ooh-ah, and widen my eyes in delight. Al Pitrelli is
a polished guitarist on par with the best in the world. At 49
years old, his cool demeanor and veteran leadership combine
with his slick talent just perfectly. Angus Clark, the second
lead guitarist is — simply put — ridiculous; ridiculous in talent,
with shredding electric solos and finger tapping to boot, and
hilarious in manner. Waving his 80’s rocker hair around like
he’s living a Metallica dream on stage and holding up a rock
fist at the end of every solo with a semi-possessed look in his
eye and a Jim Carrey sized grin on his face, | couldn't tell
whether this clearly talented guy was trying to time travel back
to the days of hair metal, or was just having way too good of
a time doing what he does. Suspecting the latter, | enjoyed
Clark’s antics and was awed by his licks.

My final favorite was the hauntingly beautiful Asha Mevlana,
swirling around stage and sawing on her 7-string electric
Viper violin with a melodious ease and energy in her
presence. Yet another virtuoso in the company of virtuosos,
Asha brought a diversity of presence to the front of stage
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occupied otherwise by the hair flinging hard-rocking dudes.
Her stage presence was as penetratingly noticeable as her
good looks and talent on the funky 7-stringed fiddle.

Trans Siberian Orchestra has a slough of dates left in their
Christmas tour. If rock charged carols are your thing, you'll be
enthralled. If rock charged carols are not your thing, after a
TSO show they will be.
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