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Trans-Siberian Orchestra show leaves Glendale awestruck

Recommend 5 people recommend this.

 by Anthony Sandoval - Dec. 31, 2011 07:04 AM
Special for The Arizona Republic

The sun was still up when Trans-Siberian Orchestra launched into the first of two shows

at Jobing.com Arena on Friday, Dec. 30. And although Christmas is a not-so-distant

memory, the acclaimed harmonic-rock troupe continued spreading their unique brand of

holiday cheer.

PHOTOS: Trans-Siberian Orchestra in Glendale

This year's Winter Tour left the 8,000 or so Glendale concertgoers in awe as TSO

combined a little bit of the theatrical with an audio and visual spectacle that was truly a

sight to behold.

The show was separated into two parts. First, performing the

rock opera "Christmas Eve and Other Stories," the traveling

artists utilized dazzling lasers, fiery pyrotechnics and moving

trusses to tell the story of a man's chance encounter with an

angel in a city bar on Christmas Eve. Narrator Phillip Brandon

used a booming voice to move the story along, while the

collection of remarkable musicians flexed their considerable

talents.

Christmas classics like "Carol of the Bells" and "O Come All

Ye Faithful" received a rock and roll treatment that has been

perfected since TSO began touring in 1999.

Donning black penguin-style coats and leather boots, the

members of the orchestra paraded the stage freely as a

backdrop made up of thousands of LEDs recreated a starry

Maria Vassett/Special  for the Arizona Republic

Trans-Siberian Orchestra performs at Jobing.com Arena

Friday, Dec. 30, 2011, in Glendale.
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night. On this afternoon, guitarists Angus Clark and Al Pitrelli

wielded the axes, shredding power chord after power chord in

an epic display of guitar mastery, while vocalists Andrew Ross,

Chloe Lowery and Jeff Scott Soto took turns exercising their

vocal cords.

Ross's voice showed the most range on "An Angel Came

Down" and Lowery belted out operatic notes in the piano-

backed "The Prince of Peace" while Soto took a grittier

approach to "This Christmas Day." The stunning violinist Asha

Mevlana provided a standout performance as well, captivating

the crowd as she fiercely drew her bow across the strings and

frantically whipped her hair.

Although there was plenty to "ooh" and "aah" about, the first

major highlight of the show took place during their rendition of

"Carol of the Bells." With a touch of cello and flute accents,

drummer John O. Reilly and bassist John Lee Middleton laid

the groundwork to what sounded more like a battlefield anthem

than Yuletide greeting. The song ended with an awesome display of fireworks and flame

throwers.

More fantastic lasers shot across the arena but after more than an hour of playing, the

storytelling Brandon retired for the night, prompting orchestra members to lose their coats,

revealing sleeveless shirts and tattooed arms.

The second phase of the show reminded fans that there was as much rock as there was

orchestra to this production. Music Director Pitrelli briefly addressed the crowd before they

jumped into what has got to be one of the more elaborate stage endeavors that have ever

been assembled. The highlight of the night came shortly after Pitrelli boasted that their

stage crew arranged more than 132 tons of metal and wiring behind the band and above

the audience.

With that proclamation, the trusses began to descend with pinpoint accuracy as the

overhead lights lowered only feet above the crowd to become a catwalk for the musicians.

In moments, the cheery snow-filled theme shifted amid glowing red lights as the metal

tube framing transformed into something that looked like the three-headed dog from

Hades, complete with blinking red eyes.

It would have been the perfect climax to what had been a visual and audio assault on the

senses, but TSO pressed on with cuts from "Gutter Ballet and the New York Blues

Express." That last hour played more like an encore that gave the revolving musicians

one last chance to show off.

The second part of the set also featured a five-minute piano duel between Jane Mangini

and Vitali Kuprij which delighted everyone before the final pyro explosion of the show.

After nearly two and a half hours, the crowd showed their appreciation with a standing

ovation and cordial claps.
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